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1848          In this strait the Turkish ministers, according to their
wont, appealed for advice to Canning.    He urged them not ^T' 6l     to treat the Wallachians as rebels, but to regard them merely as constitutional reformers, and to inquire into their demands and grievances ; and while he recommended the despatch of a special commissioner, he counselled  a careful  avoidance of military occupation, lest an ominous example should be set *X Tul        for Russia to follow-    The Turks accepted half the advice, and rejected the rest    They sent Suleyman Pasha to investigate the Wallachian demands, but they also despatched an army across the  Danube, though not  immediately to Bucharest. The natural result was that 4,000 Russians entered Moldavia. As the protector of oppressed Christianity against the barba -xxvii.       rous Mohammedan, the Czar had no intention of allowing y       Turkey to act by herself in the Danube provinces, which he regarded as a close preserve, over which he and the Sultan had alone the right of shooting, with the proviso that the latter must never enjoy his sport without the accompaniment of the Russian gun.    Turkey had already admitted far too much, though not the whole, of this doctrine in the Treaty of Adrianople and in the very preamble to the firman which accorded   the Principalities   their  privileges.     The   Russian occupation evidently had the Forte's consent.    The difficulty of the situation  was  aggravated  by  the  totally divergent views of the  two   occupying  Powers.    Turkey,   moved  by the strenuous counsels of the British ambassador, was for mild measures, amnesty to the " reformers," liberal amendments in the  constitution, and   the  speedy removal  of the   Russian troops.    The Czar, on the other hand, imperiously demanded a severe repression of the " revolution," punishment of the " rebels," repudiation of free institutions, and a prolonged joint occupation in the interests of order.    It was the old contest between the principles of the Holy Alliance and the liberal policy of George Canning.
Sir Stratford, true to his ancient views, strove to keep the Porte steady on the lines of moderation and reform. At first indeed he was disposed to hope for some internal improvement as the result of the Wallachian insurrection ; but rumours of a widespread reconstruction of the Christian provinces